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Citie Play

Interesting Plays Always the
Result of Growth and Change

Reversing the Sequence of Acts in ‘The Varying Shore,’

Miss Zoe Akins's New
: Time Experiment

Drama, Notthe First
Has Been Tried.

.' By LAWRENCE REAMER.
Copyright, 1881, by Tup New Yorx Hmmarp.
HERE fis still a new change in the outline of “The Varying Shore™

at the Hudson Theater. So

long as Miss Ferguson does not

alter, the public may visit the playhouse without apprehension,
Miss Ferguson’s participation in Miss Zoe Akins's play is In reality a

gpecies of beautv show.

1t seemed at the first representation as if there

could be nothing lovelier than her incarnation of the Southern woman in

the ripe bzauty of her early forties.

The quaint costume of the Second Empire added a touch of exotic
remoteness to this exquisitely womanly and tender apparition, staring
with rather tearful eves from under her crescent shaped tiara at a
world which might have devoured her but for thiz appealing feminity

which no man could ever resist or
“friend” attributed her safety on a ¢

gestion of “class” that still hung about her.

ever harden his heart toward. Her
ertain niveau of decency to the sug-
It seems more probable

that this Irresistible sense of dependence did more for her than anything
else during a career that was just about as long as it was shameless,

_ For the heroine of “The Varying

mone but the fruits of iniquity.
old days when there was A possibil

There was no thorn in her path.

Shore” had so far as the world saw
In the
ity of impropriety in anything but

bedroom farces, the prudes would have landed heavily on the play at

the Hudson Theater.

The courtesan who died in the odor of sanctity,

apparently altogether forgiven and her sins quite forgottem, was in the

old days anathema to the scrupulous.

She had to suffer, be made ridicu-

Jous or miserable or painlessly removed from the scenes of this edrth

to deserve the forgiveness of the plous.

It is true tha! Miss Akins's Julle

Leland appears to have been rather ridiculous during her late Riviera
.period. But she enjoyed every minute of lite.

So would she be, according to the old standarda, quite unforgivable.
But there are no old standards, and Juiie deserves to be pardoned for

the sake of Miss Ferguson's beauty if for no other reason.

gt her lovellest dragging about the t.
the late sixties, it was only because

If she seemed
rain of the Second Empire gown of
one had not seen her in the riding

habit which the riant young womanhood of the earlier period assumed
for the sports of the farm near New York,

Yet it was, after all, mistaken t
declare her then of an unsurpassable
beauly of person and altogether in-
comparable in the charm of her bear-
ing. Btil, there remained the picture
of hésitating and tremulous girlhood.
Miss Akinas can begin her play when
and where she will, stop it at the
beginning or in the middle and consult
only her own untrammelled will In Its
arrangement. It {8 only imperative
that she obscure no minute of the
three phases of such varied and unique
lovellness as Miss Ferguson so tri-
umphantly displays.

Misx Akins's Merita.

There {8 so much originality in Miss
Aking's separate scenes and so much
distinction In the way that they are
usually written, It is regrettable to
think that these qualities must be
attalned at the cost of the technlecal
mastery which would'reveal them at
their best. S0 many of her dramatic
problems are adroitly solved.

The glift of Julle’s pearls, for In-
#tance, that her bankrupt lover may
not be dishonored when he cannot pay
a gambling debt to a young woman of
the saume loose kind as herself, but not
nearly so deserving of them and the
gafety thelr possession Implies; and
the Intrusion of the drunken English-
man just ase her lover had determined
to make an earnest effort to forget
whalt she had been and marry her—
these eplsodes reveal what dramatle
expedienta Miss Akins can invent for
the detalls of her scenes, even if the
general effective plan of a plece
escapes her entlrely.

Then, there is real distinction In so
much of her dialogue—not, of course,
the deplorable fine writing which trles
to sound like everything in the world
put talk, but genulnely characteristic
gpeech that defers to good taste and a
working knowledge of the langnage.

It is to be hoped, therefore, that the
eonversion of the last act of “The
Varylng Shore” into the first may have
the same effect that such a trans-
formution had in the case of a success-
ful play of twenty or more years ago.

Marguerite Merington, who made no
gubsequent attempt to enroll her name
mmnong the great playwrights, wrote
*Captain Letterblalr,” which served E.
$1. Bothern most profitably during
gome of the younger seasons of his
cureer, Miss Merington, who was an
wocomplished woman and a ‘well
known educator, first submitted her
play to Joseph Jefferson for practical
puggestions. He urged that the last
nct as she had written the play be
used for the first. 8he took that ad-
vice to the undying delight of herself
gid Mr. S8othern. That change may
1ot have made all the guccess of “Cap-
tain Letterblalr.” Yet the fact ought
to encournge Mlss Akins.

Result of Prevailing Slackness.

Undoubtedly there will be after the
winter's leanness ln success n greater
rospect on the part of the managers
for the skill of the experienced play-
wright. The revivals of two notable
dramas of the last decade have served
to make one thing clear, No author
with & story to recite need begin it
forty years after the death of the
great-aunt of the herolne or tell it
buckward or sideways or In any other
fushion than that of the stralghtaway
gtory teller with something to relate,

All the sliding backward and for-
ward, departing to the right or the
left, or telling storles In any other way
thun they could possibly have been ex-
pected to be told—those are but eva-
glons. They are efforts to get around
the slmple fact that the playwright
has nothing to say and hopes by these
olhllque methods to deceive the specta-
tors into the belief that there s a real
bit of fiction before their eyes,

This discournging novelly acquired
fts popularity before popular drnmas
like *Bought and Pald For" and “Alias
Jimmy Valentine” were written. Of
course there ls nothing In these two
efforts to excite the enthusinsm of
tlio go-called “High brow" or even the
most lukewarm of his colloagues, Tut
both are gerviceable and effective
stories told in the idiom of the thea-
tre. Managers are going to respect
output of this kind more than ever
piter the extravagant and erring
Yoanner of the deamatists this year,

) This has not besu e tendency of

their recent conduct. If one eccen-
tricity flashed in the pan, it was not
the course of the manager to seek &
return to normalcy. He sought out,
on the other hand, something if possi-
ble more unusual He had not failed
because he had sought to satisfy his
public with something bizarre, but be-
cause what he ultimately found was
not bizarre enough. 8o the hunt for
the outlandish went on.

Then the strike came—the strike of
the public—and there was no more
confidence in the playwright who
could devise all'sorts of odd and out
of the way methods of saying nothing
that had not beem much better said
before.

Cherish the Playwright.

Bo the playwright now seems des-
tined to be more prized than ever by
the manager. What a revelation it
would be to hear the real story of
some of the plays which finesse and
experience have allowed to depart
with a certain appearance of dignity
In spite of their real experlence! The
tragedies of those that disappear at
once are plain enough. Who runs
may read, One of them was acted flve
times a few weeks ago and cogt the
optimistic impresario about §40,000.
What will be the fate, for Instance, of
such m drama as “The Mountain
Man"? Did ever a single play but one
in the highly praised Kummer thea-
ter ever earn a cent for Its manager?

Yot after all, there s no reason why
a play should be viewed with scorn
because it happens to meet a fale that
in some degree corresponds to the
hopes of the Impresarlo who puts it
before the world. " Willam Gillette
acted in ““The Swccessful Calamity.”
which had other advantages above
some of Mise Kummer's plays. The
rest of them had their quaintly
humorous lines, which rarely avalled
to save them. Audlences smiled for
one act and usually felt vaguely rest-
less and homesick for the rest of the
time,

1f Miss Kummer had not been so
unconsclously praised for these mod-
est achlevements she might have
thought it worth while to learn how
to write a play. Evidently she
thought such a course qulte unneces-
sary, and "The Mountain Man" 1s con-
vincing evidence of her decision. Mlss
Akins had better be careful. She may
be sollchtously “kidded” along for u
while by fulsome praise In certaln
quarters until she also belleves that
what she I8 writing now has a place
in the theater,

BEthel Barrymore and William Gil-
lette are rare, so they are powerful,
plilars to tottering dramaturgy. It is
not possible, after all, to have such
support for every play, Then the
wretched Inadequacy of the effort s
mada plain. With thelr obligations to
fill so many theatersa managers are
often compelled to accept material
In which they have Ilittle confidence.
The pressnt season has not been with-
out Its educational value, however, in
quarters that stood In need of {t. The
freak playwright will probably find
the going harder next year than ft
has been In many a caleium moon.

‘Vaudeville To-night for
Salesmen's Association

Mr. . ¥. Albee, prisident of the
Keith Clroult of Theatres, who orlgi-
nated nnd sponsored the idea of the
testimonial to the National Counell of
Travellng Salesmen’s Associations as a
‘recognition of thelr afforta in Improving
travoling  conditlons, hes arranged a
varied and Interesting program at the
Manhattan Opera Housa to-night, In-
cluding a number of the most popular
Kelth stars.

The st includes among others Misa
Hophle Tucker, Miss Trixle Friganza,
Al Herman, Herman Timberg, Ran |
Hamuels, Jor Cook, A Trip te Hitland, |
Val and Ernle Stanton, Lewis and Doty,
Miss Grace Nelson, Miss Marga Wal.
dron and George Halpern, Tango Shoes,
Ben Welch and others,

Jullus Tannen, consplcusus In vaude-
vills for many sensons as “"The Chat-
terbox," will return to the stage for
the oceaslon, and will act as maater of
ceremonles. The event will have a hit
of “"Forget-Me-Not Day” sentiment by
the presence of about 1,500 disabled war
veterans, who will be present as the
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‘The Broken Wing’

|
!
Returns to Brooklyn

“The Hroken Wing,"” new comady
drama, by Paul Dickey mnd Charles W,
Goddard, comes to the Majestle Theatsr
to-morrow for a return engagement
The scene {s laid in Mex!co. The cast
‘neludes Alphonz Ethier, Eugene Strong,
Miss Marguerite Risser, Albert Eackett
and Borls Korlin.

The week before rlstmas attraction
at the Montauk T! r will be Miss
Franees Starr In David Belasco's pro-
uuction of "The Kaslest Way,”" which
Yna already rounded out one week ut
that theater and begina to-morrow the
svoond and last week of its stay.

the Orpheum. Othera will be Ha~ry |
Langdon uand company, Mra. Sldney
Drew and compuny, the Marmein Sl4-|

The Hanneford family of equestrians.
with Poodles, the riding elown, Will top|
the programme at the Shuheri-(‘.rc!w_om.i
Cthers will be Roealle Harrls and l-'m.ll-|
Ine Santley, Lord-Ain, Bert Shepard
ond Mme. Carmen Lopez In “Los Ar-
gentines,” and Margaret Farrell

Charles Ray, in "R, 8 V. P, will be
the photopiay featurs at the Strand. |

Bernatein, Gallagher and Deady wil'|
present the “Littls Bo-Peep” burlesquers |
at the Star, with Harry Pepper and|
Charlea T. Taye.

Frederick Perry Takes

Norman Trevor's Role |

There appears to be an unwritten and |
written law, paradoxical It may be, that |
& dramatie star of & Broadway show
would rather take an old fashioned |
whipping than rehearse once the play |
has apparently settled down to a long |
engagement, This may be true In many

coses, but It does not apply to Miss |
Mnrla Doro, now hending the cast of |

{ ters, Ruth Marr and Leo Beers. |

“Lilles of the Fleld" at the Kiaw
Theatre,
Norman Trevor has been playing

“opposite” Mins Doro sincs the play
opened two months ago. Having de-|
clded to produce his own play and mak- |
Ing arrangemonts to get It under way

bafora the holidays, Mr. Trevor w!th-|
drawns from the William Hurlbut 1-rw|
duection, . |

Frederick Perry was engaged and re- |
hearsals wors called, with Mias Doro
reporting promptly and taking a desp
personal Interest in the repeating of her |
lines with Mr. Perry. |

YRIGOLETTO" IN BROOKLYN.

The Matropolitan Opern Company will
glve “Rigolotte” on Tuesday evening
at the Brooklyn Academy of Muafe,
with Mmes. Chase, Perinl, Anthony and
Melllsh and Messra. Chamles, Huffo,
Rothler, Rada, Meea, Reschiglian and

guests of the assoclation,
b4

Ananlan, Mr, Papl conducting. )
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BEN - AM)
in “The Idle Inn"
lymoutb.

-
Miss Bella Baker will hend the bill u']l

Miss WINIFRED LENIHAN /n

|
* The Dover Road *
Bijow Theatre

Calendar of First Nights

MONDAY.

MANHATTAN OPERA HOUSE—"Aln"t It the Truth?" & musical recollec-
tiom of the world war, will be sponsored by the World War Veterans.
1t 1s announecad that the proceeds will be used for the ald of destitute
ax-service men. The book and lvrica were written by Jude Brayton
and Harry Olsen composed the music, The cast Includes Miss Edith
Thayer, Misa Mary Chippendale, Wakefleld and Lyons and BEd Feath-

erstone.
TUESDAY.

PLYMOUTH THEATRE—Arthur Hopkins announces Ben-Aml In “The
Idle Inn” by Perctz Hirshbeln, first produced at the Jewish Art The-
atre. It has been adapted by Issac Goldberg and Louls Wolhelm. In
the cast are Migs Eva MacDonald, Mies Mary Shaw, Miss Joanna
Roos, Hubert Druce, Whitford Kane and Edward G. Robinson.

THURSDAY.

SHUBERT THEATRE (Morning and Matinee)—Lillan Owen's Marlon-
ettes will begin a serles of morning and afterncon performances In
Dickens's “A Christmas Carol,” dramatized by Hettle Louise Mlok, and
“Hynd Horn,” from an old English falry story. With them will be
Miss Romalind Tuller in old Engllsh folk songs and Misn Margaret
McKee, girl whistler,

THIRTY-NINTH STREET THEATRE (Evening)—Carle Carlton will pre-
sent H, B. Warner In Cosmo Hamilton's comedy drama, *Danger!™
The star will be supported by Miss Marle Goff, Leslle Howard, Milss
Gilda Leary and Miss Ruth Hammond.

FRIDAY.

BIJOU THEATRE (Matlnee)—Guthris McClintle will produce “The Dover
Road,” light comedy by A. A. Milne, featuring Charles Cherry. The
leading woman s Miss Winifred Lenlhan, and others are Miss Molly
Pearson and Reginald Mason.

NATIONAL THEATRE (Evenlng)—"Trilby,” Paul Potter's dramatization
of George du Maurler's famous =tory, has been selected by the Na-
tional Players, Inc., as the productlon with which they will make their
bow am & new stock company at popular prices. This group includes
Wilton Lackave, George Nash, Edmond Lowe, Harry Mestayer, Miss
Charlotte Walker, Ignnclo Martinettl, Joseph Allen, I'rank Doane and

Jeffreys Lewls.
SATURDAY.

PRINCESS THEATRE —Norman Trevor will make his bow to the Amerl-
can public ns an actor-manager with his production of “The Marrled
Woman," by Chester Balley Fernald, under the directlon of the Rel-
wyns The cast includea Miss Margaret Dale, Miss Beatrice Maude,
Grant Stewart and Marsh Allen.
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About Jeritza’s Opera Contract |
and Haddon Chambers’s |
Last Play.

By LUCIEN CLEVES,
N all probability the glory

flected from the former Imperial

Opera House {n Vienna will cen-
ter exclusively about Mme, Jeritza this |
season. She Is enough for any op-|
eratic theater to be proud of as an
ambassador of ita traditions to another
country. But when she departs at the
end of a few months there will be no-
Lody else to carry on the same glories,
since it seems certaln that Mme, Selma
| Kurz will not, after all, make another
journey to thls country.

Ginllo QGatti-Casazza gave the fa-
mous colorature soprano of the opera
in Vienna a contract by which she was
to sing A& number of her roles at the
Metropolltan, It s probably in view
of the fact that she is unwilling to
make a coneert tour here and feals It
tno much of an ordeal to undertake
the journey for her comparatively |

Te-

| Hroadhurst to visit his farm and showsd |

brief operatlc season that she Is to re-|
||rmm in her own country. BSo Mme,
| Kurz will remain In Vienna. When
| she left here carly last spring it was
| with the announcement that If she
came back it would be in September |
in order to accustom herself to the|
climate before she appeared at the
| Metropolitan, |

“The contract served Ita purpose ad- |
| mirably whether the singer return hers |
lor mot,” one of her friends sald the
| other day. “Manager Gattl has shown |
{himeelf courtcous nnd considerate to a
|I|:f¢||ni.‘lil$’.n{i forelgn artist. Mme, Kurs
| iud the contract with the opera to show |

| ue n result of her American concert tour
innd overybody has been made comforta- :
i‘--:n by (he engagement. So there l8 no|
earthly use why the sopranc should tahke |

| the trouble to return.’”

| The *Sally” Calendar.
|
!

¥lo Ziegfeld, Jr.—he (= still Junior in |
gray halr—fins about mada

to go to the theater 1-.-!
moreow night. He has declded on tha |
New Amsatardam, although Miss Blllle
Hurke is at Henry Milier's Theater. He |
= not golng to sees “Sally” so much a# |
to witeh the audience. He wants to
see how It will react to her first anni-
versary. TFor “Sally' 1a n year old to-|
morrow nlght. Mr, Ziegfeld hopes to

epite ‘of the
up his mind

—| be able to tell froem the locks of the |

audlence how many more years of her
1ife will be spent at the New Amsterdam
Thenter. In (1 ntime lie has pre-
| pared & “Sally Calendar” for the next
yvear

mean

| Thesa are f{ta chief points Migs
Marllynn Miller has no naed A slnglo
performance, Teon B /S out onoe
on aceount of tonailitl Only one

change haa bBeen made In the cast since
| ¢t first night and that was the sub-
etitution of Miss Kathleen Martyn for
Miss Mary Hays. BEven every member
of the chorus s the same. Every mem-
ber of the company will have new cos-
| tumea for tha beginning of the second
vear of the play., BEvery seat has been
| unld for every performance since the
first.  “Sally” s still on In London and |
thres egompanien are touring the Rr!tiuhi
provinces. The plece will be given soon
| In Berlin, Vienna and Melhourne, 1
In the box with Mr. Zlegfald wlll be |
| the author, Guy Bailton; the composer, |
YJerame Kern, Clifford Grey and Vietor
Werhart, Tt ia from thia bax that Mr
Zisgteld will males his speech, If every- |
| body listens closely it may be possible |
| to hear MF Zlegfeld announce the date
lienn which he will spen the New TYork
engagement of tha second “Sally”™ com-|
pany.
0ld Friend's

Two good storfes were told by the
apeakars at the dinner for David Helasco
| nt tha Biltmore Hotel the other hl‘ht.|
Channing Pollock reinted the converse |
tion when Willlam Glllatte took George |

New Faoe.

him the inclosure where the goats wera |
Kept., One of the animala lfcked the |

| nctor's hand as he stood by the paling. |

“Even the goats love me down here,'” |

| anlil Mr. Gillatta, |

“He's hungry and wants to be fed"”
observed Broadhurat skeptically |

There wan sllance for a second

“Wall, Broadhurst,” Mr. Gliletta want

nn after evident deltberation. “After a
while you get to be =0 old you take even
that fecling for love"

Angustus Thomas was seated next to
Mleg Lynn Fontanne, who was recely

K|
18 on her engage-

n all sldes fellclts
ment ta Alfred 1.

“Miss Fontanne."” Mr. Thomas ha‘;m,!
has just been telllng me the manner |n |

Continued on l'uﬁ Eight

Where the Greatest
Blazed Trail Sporting Goods
Crosses Store
the Boulevard in the World

O

Madison Avenue and Forty-fifth Street

Moosewood and
Mistletoe -

OM snow-bound hut of the habitant to
blazing yule log of Virginia, Christmas chimes

| soon will be trailing their carols of joy.

Nights of red windows and white roofs, of

| tingling thrill out under the stars—it is the season
when there is magic in the open, “when men

Did You Hear?| and women seem by one consent to open their

| shut-up hearts.”

If your gift be for boy or girl on skates or

'sled, for lady fair, for sportsman revelling in
reminiscgnce, for your late guide far up in the
woods, or for him who keeps Christmas like a
Lord Mayor, with his cooks and butlers, here it is.

City or Country—Den or Lodge

Humidors and Cellarettes
Clock Golf—Parlor Golf
Scarfs and Sweaters
Women's Bport Clothes
Travel Clocks
Pocket Knives
Scotch Golf Hosiery
Rkis and Ski Clothes
Walking Sticks
Golf Shoes, All Styles
Clothes for Ronthern Wear
Kit Bags and Fitti.ngs
Dog Collars and Leads
Smokers' Stands
Motor Luncheon Kits
Wallets and Bill Folds
Game Carving Sets
Women's Garden Sets

Combination Game Tables
Fitted Suit Cases
Bleds and Bobsleds
Cape Cod Lighters
English Razor Bets
Ship’s Bell Clocks

Women's Limousine Cases

Skates and Skate Shoes
Imported Carving Sets
Cigar and Cigarette Cases
Town and Country Shoea
Riding Clothes and Boots
Golf Bags and Clubs
Thermos Bottles and Jugs
Thermometers
Ulsters and Topcoats
Dunhill Pipes
TLeather Travel Articles
Beach and Lawn Dice
Bmoking Jackets
English 8ilk Scarfs
Bport and Wrist Watches
Camel’s Hair Caps
White Buck Shoes
Pogo Sticks

Dressing Gowns
Snow Sport Clothes
Attaché Cases
House Moccasins
Bporting Books
Flasks and Spirit Bottles

Toboggane and Snow Shoes
.

Forest and Fireside

Campers’ Cook Kits
Vacenm Food Contaiters
Hunting Clothes
California Tarpon Roda
Cribbage, Dice, Dominoes
Sideboard Tantalus Sets
Imported Pipe Holders

Game Chests
English Dry Fly Boxes
Bporting Rifles
Tents and Camp Furnishings
Fishing Tackle
Sporting Stick Pins

Shot Guns and Cases
Hunting Boots
Poker Chips and Tables
Ivory Chess Men
Binoculars
Opera and Field Glasses
Ash Trays and Bets
Boy Scout Outfits
Put-and-Take Dice
Bridge Sets
Revolvers and Holsters
Roulette Wheels
Cauteens and Kyacks

Abercrombie & Fitch Co:

Fzra H. Fitch, President

Madison Avenue and Forty-fifth Street




